
MINUTES
Blythe Park PTA

General Membership Meeting
February 19, 2015

7:00pm- Blythe Park School

I. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance- Called to order 7:11pm.
II. Addition of Agenda Items (vote)- Three items to be added to the agenda. Under New Business- 

Room Parent Volunteer packet assembled by Claudia Chapulis. Under Upcoming- Scrip update by 
Tina Frese. Staff Report- by Mrs. Jane Lauritsen. Motion to add new agenda items- Meaghan 
Mathews, Second- Claudia Chapulis. 

III. Reading and Approval of Minutes (vote)- Minutes from January 16th, 2015. Motion to accept- 
Katie Ford, Second- Courtney Hooglander.

IV. Candidates for the District 96 Board of Education- Six of the candidates came to give us a short 
presentation about themselves and why they are running for District 96 Board of Education. The 
candidates were: Juliet Boyd, Dan Hunt, Shari Klyber, Robert McCormack, Jeff Miller, and Lynda 
Murphy. 

V. New Business:
     1. Nominating Committee- Approval of the Nominating Committee which consists of Lisa Gaynor, 
         Rory Dominick, and Chaza Schira. The committee will go over the applications submitted for the 
         Blythe Park PTA Executive Board positions for the 2015-2016 school year. Upon review, the 
         committee will choose the best candidate for each position. Motion to accept the Nominating 
         Committee- Debbie Brand, Second- Julie Laube. 
     2. Room Parent Volunteer Packet-  Claudia Chapels created an example of a packet that can be 
         given to room parents outlining what their responsibilites are and as a source of information that 
         they can refer to. We need room parents to take on a more active role and be the representatives of 
         their classroom and be more present at PTA meetings.  
VI.     Chair and Board Member Reports- Upcoming:
     1.  Adult Social Event: Feb. 27th 7-10 at Marlins. It’s called "A night to come together”. We will have 
          split the pot and a couple of raffles that people can bid on. We would like to get younger grade 
          families in and to get more involved with the school. Tickets are $40 per person. Room parents
          have sent an email to their classes encouraging families to attend. Can purchase tickets ahead of 
          time as well as at the door. 
     2.  Science Assembly: Assembly is scheduled for April 17th at 10am. A deposit has been made to
          secure our spot.
     3.  Skating Event: Event will take place on March 16th from 2:20-4:30pm at Fleetwood Roller Rink. 
          Skate rentals are $3 and the snack shack will be open during our private event. 
     4.  Talent Show: 20 acts have signed up for the talent show. Mary Smith will be meeting tomorrow, 
           Feb. 20th at lunchtime with all signed up participants. Event will take place on Feb. 26th at 7pm.
     5.  Scrip: We are running a pilot program with all the members that attended the last General PTA 
          Meeting. We had our first order where four families participated. Please participate, we will have 
          another order date this month.
VII.     Chair and Board Member Reports- Recap:
      1.  Chicago Steel Night: Very fun event with a lot of new families that attended. 
      2.  Snowball Dance: Another fun event that was successful and fun. DJ was very good.
      3.  Fun Lunch: Kids loved the fun lunch and enjoyed the pancakes very much. Went smoothly.     



VIII.   Staff Report- Mrs. Jane Lauritsen
         Thank you PTA for starting Read to Succeed, booking the Science Assembly, and all the new books
         for the library from the book fair. 
         We are getting the piano tuned and the pedal fixed on Monday or Tuesday. The money provided for 
         the holiday and spring programs is greatly appreciated. Would like to ask PTA if any financial help
         can be provided to rebuild our orff instruments such as xylophones, etc. We really could use more
         instruments at Blythe and any help would be greatly appreciated. 
IX.     Principal’s Report- Ms. Gorman
         PARCC assessments will be taking place in March. We are getting the teachers and technology 
         prepared. I will email the PARCC and CCSS power point that was presented tonight at the Parent 
         University.
X.     Executive Board Member Reports:
   1.  President’s Report: Susan Casey
        At the next PLT meeting we will be discussing going to a district wide school supply list. Narrowing 
        down what company to use to order the school supplies. 
   2.  2nd Vice President Report: Carmia Stanovich
        The Raging Waves Fitness challenge will be starting soon. All forms will be due on April 13th.  
   3.  3rd Vice President Report: Laura Rubio
        We are over $300 our fundraising goals to date and only have a few fundraisers left for
        the year. Schwan’s is all setup and information will be sent home on Monday.   
   4.  Treasurer Report: Julie Laube
        Our total funds including the CD is a little over $11,000. We were running low on checks and ordered 
        500 checks with duplicate slips from Vistaprint for a total of $84. A $200 savings compared to PNC
        Bank. Library update: The 5th grade books came in. We are not putting names in the books this 
        year. Instead it will state that it is dedicated to the entire 5th grade class.
  5.   Parliamentarian Report: Julie Stack
        A good idea to include a short blurb describing what each position on the PTA Board entails to be 
        included in the next happenings.     

5th Grade Field Trip Update- Mrs. Pollock will be getting back to Susan Casey in regards to what has 
been decided for the trip. Most likely it will be a bus trip to the IMAX theatre in the city. 

Adjournment- 8:31pm. Motion to dismiss: Julie Stack. Second: Debbie Brand.  

Respectfully submitted by Chaza Schira 


